Dear Representative/Senator

USDA/ARS ADOL East Lansing MI ($3.4 million)

The FY2009 budget proposed elimination of the two research programs at the Avian Disease and Oncology Laboratory in East Lansing, Michigan.  Closure of this facility and elimination of their programs will have severe negative consequences for the US poultry industry.
The two research programs are Avian Tumor Viruses and Genomics /Immunogenetics.  Avian tumor viruses continue to be ongoing issues for the poultry industry.  These viruses continue to mutate and recombine in the field becoming more virulent, and creating losses in production, immunosuppression, and affecting export markets.  ADOL provides the expertise to identify new viral strains, and develop new vaccines and diagnostic tools for use in the poultry breeding, production and vaccine industries.  ADOL is the US poultry genomics program and provided the initial chicken map and resources used by NIH to produce the chicken genome sequence in 2004.  Elimination of this program and is in direct contradiction with the recently developed Blueprint for USDA Efforts in Agriculture Animal Genomics 2008-2017.  ADOL has a particular important role in integration of disease research and genomics.  This is a unique program that combines expertise of veterinarians, pathologists, immunologists and geneticists to tackle the important issue of genetic resistance to disease.
The ADOL program is underfunded.  Over the past few years funding levels have not increased to cover the increased costs of salary and research.  Staff has not been replaced, there is only one veterinarian pathologist left and he is within retirement age.  The program is losing the ability serve the research needs of the poultry industry for avian tumor viruses and poultry genomics.  It is imperative that this program be maintained and that the funding be increased to an adequate level for continued support of these two research areas needed for the poultry industry.
Attached is a white paper which provides additional information on the vital role that the ADOL facility and programs provide to the US poultry industry.  If you need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

